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Impact of Taxation Inefficiencies on Retirees 

and Low-Income Earners 

Example 1: Retirees Navigating Tax on Superannuation in 

Australia 

In Australia, retirees often draw income from a mix of 

superannuation, pensions, and investment earnings. While the 

system offers tax concessions on superannuation, retirees still face 

significant complexities: 

 Multiple Sources of Income: Retirees with income from 

superannuation, investments, and part-time work often fall 

into the trap of overlapping tax rules. For instance, 

investment income might push a retiree into a higher tax 

bracket, triggering unexpected liabilities and the loss of 

concessions like the Low-Income Tax Offset (LITO). 

 Means Testing: Pension eligibility involves complex means 

testing for assets and income. A retiree with a modest 

investment portfolio might spend hours or days navigating 

whether a withdrawal from their savings impacts their 

pension. For many, it’s a guessing game, with financial 

advisors often necessary to untangle the web. 

This complexity doesn’t just waste time—it can discourage retirees 

from engaging in additional work or investing their savings wisely 

for fear of unintended tax consequences. 
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Example 2: Tax Burden on Low-Income Earners in the United 

States 

In the U.S., the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) aims to support 

low-income earners by reducing their tax burden. While well-

intentioned, it’s a labyrinth to navigate: 

 Complicated Eligibility Criteria: Low-income taxpayers 

must meet specific criteria based on income, family size, and 

filing status to claim the EITC. Even small errors can result 

in delays, denials, or audits. 

 Phase-Out Thresholds: As income increases, the EITC 

phases out, effectively creating a “tax cliff.” A worker 

earning slightly more than the threshold might face a steep 

reduction in benefits, resulting in a marginal tax rate that 

discourages earning additional income. 

 Cost of Compliance: For low-income earners without the 

resources to hire professional tax help, claiming the EITC 

becomes a daunting challenge. Many turn to paid preparers, 

losing part of their much-needed refund to fees. 

Example 3: Complexity of New Zealand’s Welfare Taxation 

Overlap 

New Zealand combines its income taxation system with welfare 

benefits like Working for Families Tax Credits. This creates an 

interaction that disproportionately affects low-income earners: 
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 Abatement Rates: As low-income earners increase their 

earnings, their welfare benefits are reduced at steep rates, 

effectively creating a high “marginal effective tax rate.” In 

some cases, earning an extra dollar results in only a few cents 

of actual gain after taxes and benefit reductions. 

 Administrative Burden: Low-income families often need 

to report income changes to ensure accurate benefit 

calculations. Errors or delays can lead to overpayments that 

must be repaid—creating financial stress and administrative 

headaches. 

The Bigger Picture: 

For retirees and low-income earners, the inefficiencies of income-

based taxation systems create a cascade of problems: unnecessary 

stress, discouragement from increasing earnings or savings, and a 

disproportionate administrative burden. A consumption-based 

system, tailored with exemptions or reduced rates for essentials, 

could alleviate many of these challenges by simplifying tax 

compliance and ensuring a fairer distribution of the tax burden.  
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Why Taxing Spending Over Earnings is the 

Comedy Show We’ve Been Waiting For 

Let’s dive into the tax world, where everyone’s favourite pastime—

complaining about taxes—meets a revolutionary idea that will have 

you laughing, crying, and wondering why we didn’t do this decades 

ago: taxing spending instead of earnings. Spoiler alert: it’s not just 

about fairness; it’s about turning the IRS into something closer to 

your nosy neighbour than a full-blown stalker. 

Earnings Tax: The Party Pooper 

Imagine you’re at a party. You bring chips, dip, and your dazzling 

conversational skills. Suddenly, the host (let’s call him “Uncle 

Sam”) swoops in and says, “Great job earning this party invite. Now, 

hand over 30% of your chips.” Wait, what? 

Taxing earnings feels exactly like that. The harder you work, the 

more you’re punished. It’s a system designed by someone who must 

have said, “Hey, let’s make success taste like cardboard.” 

Enter Spending Tax: The Cool Kid at the Party 

Now, picture a different party, where Uncle Sam says, “Bring 

whatever you want, but if you go for the fancy imported cheese, I’ll 

take a small cut. Oh, the off-brand cheddar? That’s all you, buddy.” 

Suddenly, life’s a buffet, and you decide what’s worth splurging on. 

Spending taxes turns Uncle Sam from a grouchy extortionist into a 
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shrewd observer of your taste in wine. It’s genius: the system taxes 

choices, not effort. Hustle away, my friends! Your labour is finally 

sacred. 
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Change the Game 

Freedom to Be as Ridiculous as You Want 

Spending-based taxes would let people live their financial lives like 

reality TV stars. Want to drop $500 on a golden toilet seat? Go 

ahead—just don’t whine about the tax. Prefer a $15 Ikea chair that 

requires a PhD to assemble? Zero extra tax. You decide your own 

level of extravagance. 

Suddenly, your stingy uncle and your shopaholic cousin are paying 

proportional taxes without needing an army of accountants. Justice 

has never been so meme-worthy. 

Tax Season Becomes... Fun? 

Taxing spending instead of income turns April 15th into just another 

day. Forget digging through your glove compartment for receipts 

from six years ago or deciphering what “line 37 of Form 1040” 

means. The only thing you need to track is how much you’ve swiped 

your credit card. Starbucks runs, and impulse buys on Amazon? 

They’re your tax returns now. 

The government would get its money in real-time, and you wouldn’t 

have to sell a kidney to cover an unexpected bill. Imagine the thrill 

of not crying while filing taxes. What a concept. 
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Goodbye, Tax Loopholes—We Hardly Tolerated You 

Currently, the ultra-rich have loopholes bigger than Elon Musk’s 

ambitions. By shifting to spending taxes, we level the playing field. 

The billionaire with three yachts gets taxed every time they buy a 

diamond-encrusted steering wheel. Your neighbour with the 

“World’s Okayest Golfer” mug? Safe. 

It’s Robin Hood economics without the medieval cosplay. The rich 

still get to be rich, but they contribute a little more every time they 

splurge on gilded nonsense. 

More Savings for Everyone (Except Maybe Kardashians) 

One beautiful side effect? You save more because saving is 

suddenly tax-free. Instead of punishing you for earning more 

money, the system rewards you for hoarding it like a squirrel 

preparing for winter. Want to retire at 45? Go for it. Just don’t let 

your retirement plan involve buying a fleet of Lamborghini. 

Consumption Tax as a Global Superpower 

Here’s the kicker: by taxing spending instead of earnings, countries 

like Australia, New Zealand, and the USA could actually compete 

on a global scale. Imagine being the go-to destination for 

entrepreneurial geniuses who realize they won’t be penalized for 

inventing the next TikTok, flying car, or unspillable coffee cup. 

The rest of the world would watch in awe as these countries became 
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the Silicon Valley of freedom. And guess what? We’d fund this 

renaissance with luxury taxes on yachts, not pay cheques. 

The Punchline: It’s Fair, Fun, and Frugal. 

In a nutshell, taxing spending over earnings is like upgrading from 

dial-up internet to fibre-optic broadband. It’s faster, smarter, and 

infinitely more satisfying. So why not make the switch? After all, 

the only thing funnier than our current tax system is the idea that we 

keep tolerating it. 

Now, let’s laugh our way to a fairer future—one golden toilet seat 

at a time. 

Is Wealth Inequality a Problem? Yes. Should we tax it- 

No! 

Why? Because it’s overly complex, bogged down in arguments, and 

essentially just mirrors the tangled system we already endure. It 

won’t make a dent in reducing the civic or criminal issues plaguing 

society today. What we need is simplicity, folks—a system stripped 

of unnecessary complications. Let AI take the reins and guide us 

toward that ideal state of mind Aristotle called “Eunoia”—beautiful 

thinking. And fun fact: it’s not only a profound concept but also the 

shortest word in the English language containing all five vowels. 

Now that’s efficiency we can all aspire to! 

When wealth inequality gets out of hand, the side effects aren’t 
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exactly a glowing endorsement for the status quo. Think of it as 

running a business with a demoralized workforce: productivity 

tanks, morale plummets, and the water cooler conversations? Pure 

anarchy. Countries face similar problems. Social unrest brews, 

economic growth limps along as fewer people have cash to spend, 

and political polarization becomes the awkward elephant in every 

room. In worst-case scenarios, trust in democracy itself erodes—and 

let’s face it, the alternatives aren’t exactly stellar. 
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The Boomer Bonanza: Why Consumption Tax 

is the Golden Ticket for Baby Boomers 

Ah, baby boomers. The generation that gave us rock ‘n’ roll, colour 

TV, and the audacity to believe a single avocado toast could 

bankrupt an entire Millennial. You’ve weathered it all—wars, 

recessions, polyester suits—and now you’re sitting at the top of the 

life pyramid, enjoying well-earned retirements. But what if I told 

you there’s a tax idea that makes your golden years even shinier? 

Enter the consumption tax, your new best friend. 

No More Penalizing Your Hard-Earned Dough 

Boomers, you’ve spent decades building nest eggs so cushy they 

could double as luxury bedding. You’ve been taxed on your 

earnings, your savings, and even that time you took the grandkids to 

Disney World and splurged on Mickey-shaped ice cream. Enough 

already! 

A consumption tax flips the script. Instead of Uncle Sam rummaging 

through your retirement fund like a raccoon in a trash can, you’re 

only taxed on what you spend. Want to live frugally and spend your 

days gardening and sipping iced tea? Low taxes. Feel like cruising 

the world and buying every souvenir snow globe you see? Go 

ahead—just expect to chip in a little extra for the national coffers. 
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Say Goodbye to Income Tax Paperwork. 

Let’s be honest: filing income taxes in your 70s is like being asked 

to solve algebra for fun. It’s confusing, time-consuming, and often 

involves digging up receipts you swore you’d never need. 

With a consumption tax, tax season becomes a distant memory. No 

more deciphering forms, dodging scams, or accidentally declaring 

your cat as a dependent. You’ve paid your dues (and your taxes) for 

decades—why not enjoy a simpler system that leaves you with more 

time to play golf, knit sweaters, or master TikTok dances? 

Your Frugality Finally Pays Off. 

Boomers are the masters of stretching a dollar. You’ve reused 

tinfoil, clipped coupons like a competitive sport, and probably have 

a drawer full of rubber bands and twist ties “just in case.” A 

consumption tax is practically begging you to unleash your thrifty 

superpowers. 

Live simply, avoid extravagance, and you’ll breeze through tax 

obligations. Meanwhile, are those younger folks dropping cash on 

artisanal dog water and concert tickets for holograms? They’ll 

finally carry their share of the tax burden. Sweet, sweet justice. 

You Get to Keep Your Legacy. 

Baby boomers are the last great generation to believe in leaving 

something behind for their kids and grandkids. But under the current 
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system, Uncle Sam takes a healthy bite out of estates and 

inheritances. 

Switch to a consumption tax, and your legacy stays intact. What you 

save, your loved ones inherit—untaxed. Imagine their faces when 

they realize they’re getting the full value of that carefully preserved 

coin collection or the house you bought back when property prices 

weren’t a cruel joke. You’ll be the family hero. 

Your Stuff Finally Pays for Itself. 

Let’s face it: many boomers are collectors. Whether it’s fine china, 

vintage vinyl, or porcelain figurines of suspiciously smug-looking 

cats, you’ve accumulated treasures over the years. With a 

consumption tax, you’re not taxed on what you already own, just on 

new purchases. 

This means your carefully curated clutter becomes a tax-free zone 

of nostalgia. Want to enjoy the perks of your lifetime of 

acquisitions? Go for it—there’s no tax man knocking on your door 

to demand a cut of your Beanie Baby empire. 

Boost the Economy Without Lifting a Finger. 

You’ve been called everything from “the greatest generation” to 

“the generation that broke capitalism” (rude!). But with a 

consumption tax, boomers can take credit for fixing the economy. 

Every time you spend, you’re directly contributing to the nation’s 

tax revenue. It’s patriotic, it’s easy, and it’s oddly satisfying. 
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Buy local, support small businesses, and indulge in that slightly too-

expensive wine. You’re not splurging—you’re performing a public 

service. Cheers to that! 

The Final Laugh: Outliving the System. 

Here’s the kicker: a consumption tax rewards longevity. The longer 

you live, the more years you get to enjoy your tax-free savings. 

Meanwhile, younger generations, with their “live fast, spend faster” 

mentality, will foot the bill for your leisurely retirement. 

It’s the ultimate boomer flex: you’ve outsmarted the system once 

again. So go ahead, kick back in your recliner, sip on that 

reasonably-priced cabernet, and revel in the knowledge that you’ve 

truly mastered life—and taxes. 

In the end, a consumption tax isn’t just a win for boomers—it’s the 

victory lap you’ve been waiting for. 

The Punchline. 

Around the globe, countries are embracing consumption taxes with 

varying degrees of enthusiasm and creativity. But with AI to provide 

a level and just playing field, we must push on to make it the 

dominant source of government revenue. 

And I ask this question. Why cannot the sales tax portion of a 

transaction be paid directly into government coffers at the point of 

sale? Imagine the cash-flow benefits accruing on that!  
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AI: The Taxman with X-Ray Vision 

Picture this: a shady businessman, let’s call him Gerry Greasy, 

strolling into his accountant’s office with a shoe box full of 

crumpled receipts. “Here’s my tax return,” he declares smugly. For 

decades, Gerry has exploited every loophole, from “business 

lunches” at five-star resorts to claiming his poodle, Sir Barkington, 

as an emotional support accountant. 

But not anymore. Enter Artificial Intelligence—the incorruptible, 

data-driven Sherlock Holmes of the tax world. Unlike Gerry’s 

accountant, AI doesn’t get charmed by sob stories or creative 

accounting. With its all-seeing algorithms, it can trace every latte, 

luxury car, and lobster dinner back to its rightful owner faster than 

you can say “audit alert.” 

1. Fraud Detection: Finding Needles in the Haystack 

(or yachts in the backyard) 

AI doesn’t just catch fraud; it sniffs it out like a bloodhound at a 

barbecue. It scans mountains of transactional data, looking for 

patterns that scream, “Something fishy is going on here!” Did Gerry 

report $50,000 in income but somehow manage to lease a private 

jet? AI doesn’t need caffeine to stay up all night putting two and two 

together. 

And it’s not just for big fish like Gerry. Small-scale fraudsters—

think cash-only cafes mysteriously reporting “seasonal slowdowns” 
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every April—will find their creative bookkeeping harder to hide. 

2. Transparency: Letting the Sunlight In 

Do you know how government agencies always promise “greater 

transparency” but deliver results as opaque as a foggy morning? 

Well, AI makes good on that promise. With real-time reporting and 

public dashboards, everyone from policymakers to the average Joe 

can see where their tax dollars are going. Want to know how much 

was collected on luxury handbags versus fast food? AI can break it 

down like a game show host revealing prize categories. 

Even better, consumers can use AI-driven apps to calculate their 

personal contribution to public services. “That road you drove on 

today? Funded by your coffee habit, Karen.” It’s accountability 

made fun! 

3. Efficiency: Goodbye Paper Trails, Hello Digital 

Breadcrumbs 

Remember when filing taxes felt like a second job? AI automates 

the boring bits, leaving you free to enjoy your weekend. Businesses 

upload their sales data, AI verifies it against public ledgers, and 

voilà! Taxes are calculated and paid seamlessly. 

Meanwhile, the tax office doesn’t have to play cat-and-mouse with 

dodgy declarations. With AI doing the grunt work, revenue 

collection becomes more efficient, leaving bureaucrats to focus on... 
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whatever it is bureaucrats do when they’re not drowning in 

paperwork. 

4. A Boomerang Effect: Why Honest Folks Win 

Here’s the kicker: AI’s precision means less over-taxation. By 

targeting fraudsters and ensuring everyone pays their fair share, 

honest taxpayers could see lower rates. Imagine a world where your 

consumption tax doesn’t feel like a punishment for following the 

rules. AI makes it happen by ensuring the playing field is finally 

level. 

So, let’s raise a glass (taxed appropriately, of course) to AI—the 

tireless, impartial, and slightly nosy ally in our fight for a fairer tax 

system. Gerry Greasy might not be thrilled, but the rest of us can 

sleep better knowing Sir Barkington’s tax-dodging days are 

numbered. 
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AI: Your New Favorite Tax Buddy (Yes, 

Really) 

Let’s face it: dealing with taxes has all the charm of a root canal—

without the laughing gas. But what if, instead of feeling like a 

bureaucratic black hole, the tax system felt... personal? Enter AI, the 

accountant-slash-confidant-slash-fairness-guru you never knew you 

needed. 

1. Your Tax Concierge 

Imagine this: you get a message that says, “Hey [Your Name], I 

noticed you spent a bit more on gym memberships this year—great 

work on those gains, by the way! Here’s how that impacts your 

consumption tax contribution.” 

That’s right. AI isn’t just crunching numbers; it’s paying attention. 

It knows you’re more than your grocery bill. Whether you’re a latte-

loving millennial or a grandparent investing in the grandkids’ future, 

AI ensures your taxes reflect your reality. No more cookie-cutter 

policies or “one size fits all” nonsense. 

2. The Fairness Referee 

Ever feel like the tax system is out to get you? AI says, “Not on my 

watch.” Its algorithms are designed to sniff out inequality faster than 

you can say “unfair deduction.” Are mega-corporations dodging 

their share? AI will spot it. Are small businesses drowning in red 
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tape? AI cuts through it like a machete through jungle vines. 

For once, fairness isn’t just a talking point; it’s built into the system. 

The billionaire with the private jet and the single parent juggling two 

jobs finally get treated with the balance they deserve. 

3. The Friendly Translator 

Tax law is a foreign language no one asked to learn. It’s all 

“Schedule C this” and “Form 1040 that,” leaving the average person 

bewildered and muttering, “Why can’t this just make sense?” 

AI to the rescue! It translates dense tax jargon into plain English—

or whatever language you prefer. Think of it as Duolingo for 

deciphering your deductions. You’ll finally understand why you’re 

being charged what you’re charged, and you can make better 

decisions because of it. 

4. Proactive Advice (Yes, It’s Psychic Too) 

Instead of waiting until tax season to panic, AI gets ahead of the 

game. It might send you a heads-up in July: “Based on your 

spending trends, you’re on track for a nice deduction next April—

keep it up!” Or perhaps, “If you switch your car to electric, you’ll 

save $1,200 in consumption tax this year.” 

Suddenly, taxes go from being a surprise party you didn’t want to a 

well-organized soirée where you know exactly what to bring. 
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5. Emotional Support (Sort Of) 

Here’s the kicker: AI doesn’t just crunch numbers; it cares. Okay, 

maybe not in a “hug it out” kind of way, but it understands that 

fairness matters. It ensures no one pays more than they owe, and 

everyone contributes what they should. In a world where trust in 

systems is often in short supply, this kind of transparency is a breath 

of fresh air. 

So, there you have it: a tax system powered by AI that feels more 

like a bespoke service than a bureaucratic headache. It’s 

personalized, it’s fair, and it’s about time. After all, if we can have 

apps that tell us which pizza toppings suit our astrological sign, why 

shouldn’t taxes come with a side of humanity? 
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AI: The Instant Tax Collector You Didn’t 

Know You Needed 

Imagine if taxes were like that friend who borrows $20 and actually 

pays you back the same day. Hard to believe, right? But with AI 

running the show, that fantasy becomes a reality—at least for 

government revenue collection. No more waiting for tax season to 

roll around, no more chasing shady characters with “creative 

accounting.” AI makes tax collection faster, smarter, and, dare we 

say... kind of impressive. 

1. Taxes Collected Faster Than You Can Say “Receipt, Please” 

Here’s how it works: you buy a cappuccino, and at the exact moment 

your credit card says “Approved,” AI swoops in. The tax portion of 

that transaction—let’s call it the government’s tip—is instantly 

funnelled into public coffers. 

No middlemen. No delays. No “Oops, we forgot to file our quarterly 

taxes” excuses. It’s like having a vacuum cleaner that only sucks up 

what’s owed and leaves everything else untouched. Even better, this 

happens whether you’re buying a yacht or a yoghurt. 

Gerry Greasy, our favourite dodgy businessman from earlier, can 

kiss his tax evasion schemes goodbye. AI doesn’t care about his sob 

stories or those mysteriously blank invoices. It takes what’s owed 

right there at the point of sale, with the precision of a Swiss watch. 
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2. Efficiency So Good It’s Almost Scary 

The beauty of AI is its ability to do in nanoseconds what used to take 

months of paperwork, audits, and endless phone calls. Imagine this: 

every business transaction is automatically logged, categorized, and 

taxed in real time. No more under-the-table deals. No more “cash 

only, mate” mysteries. 

And for businesses? No more sweating through audits because AI 

keeps the books squeaky clean. It’s like having a turbocharged 

accountant who works 24/7 and never takes a coffee break. (Though 

ironically, it’ll probably tax your coffee breaks.) 

3. Transparency That’s Hard to Hide From 

With AI, there’s no “Oh, we didn’t realize we owed that much” 

moment. Every penny is accounted for, and every transaction is 

crystal clear. Citizens can even see where their tax dollars are going. 

Want to know how much of your cappuccino-funded road repairs 

versus public libraries? AI has the answer. 

This kind of transparency keeps everyone honest, from small 

businesses to multinational corporations. Even Gerry Greasy will 

have to admit—grudgingly—that the system is foolproof. 

4. A Revenue Goldmine 

By cutting out inefficiencies, missed payments, and outright fraud, 

AI ensures governments collect every dollar they’re owed. That’s 
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billions of extra revenue funneled straight into public services. 

Schools get better funding. Hospitals stay stocked. Parks get that 

facelift they’ve been needing since 1987. 

And all this happens without raising taxes—just by collecting 

what’s already due. Talk about a win-win! 

5. The End of Tax Dodging as We Know It 

For decades, tax dodgers have lived like smug squirrels, hiding their 

nuts in offshore accounts and dodgy schemes. But AI doesn’t just 

find the nuts—it catalogues them, taxes them, and sends a polite but 

firm notification to the squirrel: “Nice try.” 

No loophole is too small, and no transaction is too obscure. AI 

shines a light on every shadowy corner of the economy, leaving no 

room for dodgy dealings. 

6. A Brighter (and Faster) Future 

With AI at the helm, tax collection becomes as seamless as 

streaming a movie or ordering pizza. Everyone pays their fair share 

without the usual hassle, and governments can finally focus on 

improving services instead of chasing revenue. 

And the best part? No more tax season anxiety. For taxpayers, 

businesses, and governments alike, it’s efficiency we can all 

celebrate—preferably with a cappuccino (tax included, of course).  
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